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Haiti gripped by protests 

ACTIVISTS DEMAND: ‘STOP THE MASSACRES!’ 


Byjohn Parker 

After 15 years of a military occu¬ 
pation of Haiti, the United Nations 
“peacekeeping” force will close op¬ 
erations on Oct.15. 

Growing protests now gripping 
Haiti began last year in reaction to 
the announcement by President Jo- 
venel Moise’s government of up to 
50 percent increases in fuel prices. 
Protests have shut down businesses, 
airports and legislative buildings. 

The UN.org website says: “The cur¬ 
rent U.N. peacekeeping mission clos¬ 
es on 15 October 2019 and will be re¬ 
placed by a political mission, building 
on the progress made with the Hai¬ 
tian authorities to reinforce stability, 
security and governance as well as 
the rule of law and human rights.” 

According to the publication Do¬ 
minican Today, the Dominican Re¬ 
public requested a meeting of the 
U.N. Security Council on Oct. 3 to 
encourage a continuation of the 
U.N. military occupation. Domini¬ 
can Foreign Minister Miguel Vargas 
stressed his government’s support 
for Haiti’s “democratically elect¬ 
ed” President Jovenel Moise. “What 
we see there [in Haiti] these days 
would seem routine, but it is unac¬ 
ceptable for countries such as those 
represented in the Security Council, 
who believe in dialogue, the rule of 
law and the scrupulous observation 
of human rights,” Vargas said in a 
statement. 

Both the U.N. statement and For¬ 
eign Minister Vargas’ concern for 
maintaining “the rule of law” run 
in the face of the killing of hundreds 
of protesters by the Haitian govern¬ 
ment and paramilitary forces who 
were enforcing “the rule of law.” 
Rules and laws, like everywhere, 
serve class interests and the repre¬ 
sentatives of the ruling class in Hai¬ 
ti, who held rigged elections with 
the assistance of the U.S. and other 
imperialist supporters of the Moise 
government. They use the U.N. to 
maintain their dictatorial and brutal 
rein on the Haitian people, especially 
in the interests of U.S. imperialism. 

It’s interesting that on Oct. 4, the 
day after the special meeting of the 
Security Council, thousands upon 
thousands of people protested at 
the U.N. headquarters in Haiti. Ac¬ 
cording to the publication Haiti Lib¬ 
erte: “A gargantuan demonstration 
of many, many thousands marched 
from the capital’s Nazon/Delmas 
Roads intersection (the traditional 
starting point these days) to the U.N. 
headquarters in Haiti. The demon¬ 
strators’ message: no more foreign 
military occupation, no more for¬ 
eign meddling, stop supporting the 
Moi'se regime.” 

On Oct. 7, Haiti Liberte reported 
another killing of a protester by gov¬ 
ernment supported thugs. 

In addition to voter fraud, bru¬ 
tality and assassinations, the Moise 
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government has been saddled with 
continuing corruption charges 
where billions of dollars have been 
pocketed by officials. Four billion 
dollars in Petrocaribe loans given 
by Venezuela to Haiti for social ser¬ 
vice relief programs wound up in the 
pockets of government officials and 
members of parliament. 

Both the Nicolas Maduro and Hugo 
Chavez governments in Venezue¬ 
la tried to assist the Haitian people 
with debt forgiveness and continued 
relief efforts, but met a wall of cor¬ 
ruption by a government propped up 
by the U.S. 

In fact, the Moi'se government was 
given a lifeline when it—like oth¬ 
er Organization of American States 
countries that voted last January un¬ 
der pressure from the U.S. — helped 
pass a resolution no longer recog¬ 
nizing the genuinely elected Maduro 
government of Venezuela. 

Haiti and Venezuela 

The imperialist assault on Haiti 
by the U.S. is linked to its assault on 
Venezuela, but neither Republicans 
nor Democrats want that connection 
to be seen. 

In Miami, at a town hall meeting 
on Oct. 3 hosted by U.S. Represen¬ 
tative Frederica Wilson, with House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and six Haitian 
panelists, Pelosi made that clear, re¬ 
sponding to the Haitian panelists. 

As reported by Haiti Liberte: “The 
meeting began with mostly vapid 
politician remarks by Pelosi, Wilson, 
Monestime and Joseph. But then it 
erupted (much to Pelosi’s discom¬ 
fort) into a trial of and outcry against 
U.S. policy in Haiti.” 

After indictment upon indictment 
of the U.S. for supporting weapons 


and rigged elections and imperial¬ 
ism in general against the Haitian 
people, Carline Paul, one of the pan¬ 
elists, felt empowered to speak and 
charged that the Trump adminis¬ 
tration “is supporting Jovenel Moise 
for voting [at the OAS] against [Pres¬ 
ident Nicolas] Maduro in Venezuela.” 
Washington “didn’t like it, because 
Venezuela has helped Haiti” and 
then the Haitian government was 
“forced to vote against Venezuela.” 

“The United States is telling them: 
Don’t get in contact with China. Don’t 
get in contact with Venezuela. Don’t 
get in contact with so and so,” she 
said, concluding that “Trump, in the 
background, is supporting Jovenel 
Moi'se; the people of Haiti say no in¬ 
terference ... no more support for Jo¬ 
venel Moi'se as president of Haiti.” 

Pelosi made a floundering and 
desperate defense of the policy of 
Trump and the Democrats in Vene¬ 
zuela, while dismissing the vital aid 
Venezuela sent to Haiti to save Hai¬ 
tian lives: 

“You’ve been candid, and I’m going 
to be candid,” Pelosi lied. “Maduro 
is a thug, so I’m not taking any re¬ 
spect for what Maduro might be do¬ 
ing in Haiti [sic]. I’m glad that there 
may be some benefit, but I’m not... 
erasing the injustices, the horror, 
the killings that he is doing in Vene¬ 
zuela because he is part of spreading 
a global and certainly a hemispher¬ 
ic exporting corruption and the rest 
[sic]... Not to get involved in a full- 
fledged discussion about Maduro, 
but I can’t leave a meeting where 
you’re saying... I cannot let my view 
of Maduro go unspoken in a group of 
this kind.” According to the article 
in Haiti Liberte, the room remained 
stonily silent. 


According to the Haiti Action Com¬ 
mittee Facebook page reporting on 
acts of solidarity with the people of 
Haiti, there were militant protests in 
San Jose, Calif. “As part of this week 
of action in solidarity with Haiti that 
spanned from California to Montreal, 
South Bay students, teachers, human 
rights and community activists held 
a march and rally in downtown San 
Jose, California, today in solidarity 
with the uprising of the Haitian peo¬ 
ple demanding an end to U.S. support 
for dictatorship and death squads in 
Haiti. As the rally drew to a close, six 
Haiti activists blocked the entrance 
to the Federal Building, representa¬ 
tive of the U.S. government, chant¬ 
ing: ‘Stop massacres in Haiti!’ ” 

Also last week, as heat from Haiti 
hits politicians and officials here in 
the U.S., it’s also hitting other impe¬ 
rialists complicit in the corruption 
and state violence in Haiti. Report¬ 
ed on the Facebook page of the Hai¬ 
ti Action Committee: “On Monday, 
15 Haitian community members 
and allies occupied Justin Trudeau’s 
election office for a little over three 
hours. The Solidarity Quebec-Hai- 
ti #Petrochallenge 2019 activists 
called on the PM to withdraw Cana¬ 
da’s backing of a repressive, corrupt 
and illegitimate president of Haiti. 
Trudeau’s government has provid¬ 
ed financial, policing and diplomat¬ 
ic support to Jovenel Moi'se, whose 
presidency is dependent on Wash¬ 
ington, Ottawa and other members 
of the Core Group.” 

What’s needed now here in the U.S. 
is more pressure on both the Dem¬ 
ocrats and Republicans, whose pol¬ 
icies run counter to the interests of 
the people of Haiti, Venezuela and 
the world. El 
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The long shadow of the 1919 Chicago race riot 


By Stephen Millies 

A century ago, Chicago was 
convulsed by anti-Black riots. 
For days, African Americans were 
beaten and killed. Black work¬ 
ers couldn’t go to their jobs in the 
Union Stockyards, steel mills or 
downtown. 

The violence started July 27, 
1919, when five young Black men 
went to a beach on a hot Sunday 
afternoon. They climbed aboard 
a raft that they had helped build, 
went out into Lake Michigan and 
started diving from the vessel. 

Chicago is a segregated city. It 
was worse a century ago. 

Black people were confined to 
part of the city’s South Side. While 
the 25th Street beach was for Af¬ 
rican Americans, the 29th Street 
beach was exclusively white. 

When the raft drifted into waters 
off 29th Street, a racist named John 
Stauber started throwing rocks at 
the Black youth. One of the rocks 
struck 17-year-old Eugene Williams, 
who drowned. 

Williams’ companions went with 
an African American policeman 
from the 25th Street beach who 
asked Daniel Callahan, a white cop, 
to arrest Stauber. Callahan refused 
and stopped the Black officer from 
apprehending the killer. 

Reportedly, a thousand Black Chi¬ 
cagoans then assembled at the 29th 
Street beach and demanded the po¬ 
lice arrest Stauber for murder. The 
police refused. A Black man named 
James Crawford was shot and killed 
by the police, but the crowd did not 
disperse. By nightfall, rumors of 
“race war” in white neighborhoods 
were running rampant, and the an¬ 
ti-Black rioting began. 

This atrocity resulted in 34 deaths. 
Seven Black people were killed by 
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racist police who often attacked and 
arrested the Black victims of mob 
violence. 

A cop yelled, “I ought to shoot 
you!” at African American Joseph 
Scott after 25 whites had nearly 
killed him. None of the whites who 
attacked Scott on a streetcar were 
arrested. Instead, Scott was struck 
repeatedly by cops and thrown into 
a police wagon. 

Horace Jennings was left wound¬ 
ed in the street by racists only to be 
asked by a policeman, “Where’s your 
gun, you Black son of a bitch?” The 
cop then swung his billy club at Jen¬ 
nings’ head, leaving the Black man 
unconscious. 

Only after several blood-soaked 
days did the capitalist class decide to 
call in the National Guard to stop the 
anti-Black riot. 

The capitalists acted partly be¬ 
cause the shooting wasn’t all one¬ 
way. African Americans were arming 
themselves in self-defense. While 23 


Black people were murdered, 15 
whites were sent to the morgue 
as well. 

The bloody red summer of 1919 

The Chicago race riot didn’t 
occur in a vacuum. Seven¬ 
ty-six African Americans were 
lynched in 1919. At least 13 were 
veterans. More than 50 cities 
had anti-Black riots. 

The week before Chicago 
erupted, as many as 39 people 
were killed in the Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., riot. Carter G. Wood- 
son, the father of Black History 
Month, barely escaped harm 
as he saw a white mob shoot a 
Black man to death. 

In May, six people were killed 
in Charleston, S.C. At the end of 
August, as many as 30 people 
were killed in Knoxville, Tenn. 


In September, the 14-year-old fu¬ 
ture actor Henry Fonda witnessed 
the African American Willie Brown 
being hanged and shot in Oma¬ 
ha, Neb. A white mob tore down the 
courthouse and tried to hang the 
city’s mayor, Edward Smith. 

The worst massacre was in Phillips 
County, Ark., near the city of Elaine. 
Hundreds of Black sharecroppers 
and their families were slaughtered. 

Arkansas Gov. Charles Brough 
accompanied Col. Issac Jenks and 
550 U.S. army soldiers who arrived 
in Elaine on Oct. 2. This all-white 
contingent proceeded to hunt down 
Black people hiding in the country¬ 
side. 

None of these atrocities was spon¬ 
taneous or accidental. Capitalist 
newspapers played a major role in 
whipping up racist violence. 

The Washington Post called for 
racist soldiers to assemble and con¬ 
duct a “clean-up” against Black peo¬ 
ple. The Omaha Bee helped incite the 



Monday, Oct. 14,2019, is Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day in the U.S. In 1977, Indigenous 
leaders from around the world organized 
a United Nations conference in Geneva 
to promote Indigenous sovereignty and 
self-determination. Their first recommen¬ 
dation was “to observe October 12, the 
day of so-called ‘discovery’ of Americans 
an International Day of Solidarity with the 
Indigenous Peoples of the Americas.” 


murder of Willie Brown by printing 
sensational articles about rapes and 
attempted rapes that never occurred. 

Racist filth poured from the top 
of capitalist society. Four years be¬ 
fore 1919, President Woodrow Wilson 
had the first Hollywood blockbuster 
—“Birth of a Nation” — shown in 
the White House. The movie quotes 
Wilson on a title card praising “the 
great Ku Klux Klan.” The Ku Klux 
Klan used this viciously racist movie 
for decades as a recruiting film. 

A free pass for racist terror 

In 1919, the wealthy and powerful 
needed to pour even more poison 
into the white poor. The shockwaves 
sent out by the Bolshevik Revolution 
were felt all over the earth. 

The Hungarian Soviet Republic 
was proclaimed on March 21, 1919. 
The Communist International was 
founded the same month. 

Revolutionary ferment wasn’t 
confined to Europe. In February, 
W.E.B. Du Bois organized the first 
Pan-African Congress. The May 4th 
Movement of Beijing students in 
1919 was the beginning of the Chi¬ 
nese Revolution. 

The speculators at Chicago’s Board 
of Trade as well as the bankers on La 
Salle Street were more concerned 
about events closer to home. In 1919, 
over four million workers went on 
strike in the United States. One out 
of seven industrial workers walked 
a picket line. 

Among them were 365,000 steel¬ 
workers who began their walkout on 
Sept. 22. The strike’s organizer was 
future communist leader William Z. 
Foster. 

The strike was defeated with 18 
strikers killed by police and private 
gunmen. But for weeks it shut down 
what was then the largest corpo¬ 
ration on the planet, United States 
Steel, the crown jewel of the J.P. 
Morgan banking empire. (Now part 
of the JPMorgan Chase & Co. banking 
octopus with $2.7 trillion in assets.) 

Twelve to fifteen thousand Black 
workers were employed in Chica¬ 
go’s Union Stockyards, which at 
the time was the largest concen¬ 
tration of workers in the U.S. Much 
of the violence occurred around the 
stockyards, and Black packinghouse 
workers were prevented from going 
to their jobs for a week. 

Swift, Armour and the other pack¬ 
ers could have intervened to stop 
the racist mob violence. The Union 
Stockyards had its own private po¬ 
lice force. Also, there were probably 
a thousand railroad cops in Chicago. 

These forces could have escorted 
Black workers to and from their job. 
Just telling local shopkeepers and 
the white gangs that the slaughter¬ 
house bosses didn’t want trouble 
could have dampened things. 

The packers and the railroad com¬ 
panies did nothing. Eighteen years 
later, Chicago cops killed ten strik¬ 
ing steelworkers — six of whom 
were shot in the back — in the 1937 
Memorial Day massacre. 

In 1919, the cops didn’t even try to 
break up the white mobs attacking 
Black people. They often aided them 
instead. 

Follow the series on 
Struggle-La-Lucha.org 













































Struggle ★ La Lucha 


Oct. 14, 2019 Page 3 


Contradictions in the 
impeachment struggle 


The impeachment process is strictly for ruling-class politicians and 
lawyers. They shape the charges and the arguments. They call and 
question the witnesses. The masses are totally shut out of the 
process and their grass roots interests do not see the light of day. 


By Fred Goldstein 

The impeachment struggle against 
Trump poses many contradictions. 

On the one hand, hundreds of 
millions of people around the world 
would like to see Trump brought 
down in the hope that this will al¬ 
leviate his administration’s oppres¬ 
sive, racist and corrupt rule. 

On the other hand, the impeach¬ 
ment struggle is, at bottom, a strug¬ 
gle by various factions of the ruling 
class to keep Trump from under¬ 
mining the strength of U.S. imperi¬ 
alism at home and abroad. 

Tens of millions have suffered 
from Trump’s various forms of reac¬ 
tion, from the gag rule against abor¬ 
tion counseling, to immigrant fam¬ 
ilies separated from their children, 
to Muslims and immigrants whom 
he has vilified, to Iranians suffering 
under sanctions, to Venezuelans and 
Cubans under threat from all sides, to 
Palestinians under Israeli occupation, 
to Zimbabweans under U.S. sanctions, 
and environmentalists watching the 
administration allow the extreme 
pollution of the air, drinking water, 
land and oceans. Trump has culti¬ 
vated the ultraright and fascist ele¬ 
ments with his racist defense of kill¬ 
er cops as well as attacks on African 
and Caribbean countries. 

On the other hand, Trump has an¬ 
tagonized sections of the ruling class 
as well. He has weakened the NATO 
alliance, pulled out of the U.S.-spon¬ 
sored Transpacific Partnership, 
pulled out of the Paris Peace Accords 
with Iran, abused the Mexican gov¬ 
ernment, the Canadian government 
and the German government, sid¬ 
ed with the Brexit forces in Britain, 
and done numerous things to offend 
the allies of U.S. imperialism and to 
damage the military and diplomat¬ 
ic structure built up by Washington 
over decades. 

Three hundred so-called national 
security experts have supported the 
articles of impeachment. What are 
“national security” officials? They 
are the CIA, NSC, FBI and all the agents 
of sabotage, subversion, special op¬ 
erations and dirty tricks, whose job 
it is to undermine, remove or destroy 
all obstacles to the advancement of 
U.S. capitalist and imperialist inter¬ 
ests at home and abroad. 

Trump's corruption 

Of course, it would be foolhardy 
to ignore Trump’s corruption. The 
Biden scandal would not have come 
out if he were not so contemptuous of 
capitalist norms and processes. It is 
hard to measure degrees of corrup¬ 
tion in bourgeois politics, since it is 
so pervasive, but usually presidents 
wait until they leave office to enrich 
themselves. Trump did not wait. 

He openly cashes in on the presi¬ 
dency to bolster his personal fortune 
right out in the open and in defiance 
of capitalist political decorum. He 
has spent 300 days of his presidency 
on Trump properties spending gov¬ 
ernment money. He has refused to 
put his properties in a blind trust 
and turned them over to his sons. He 
has had military flight crews stay 
at his hotels. And the Saudi monar¬ 
chy, among others, has rented entire 


floors in his D.C. hotel. 

So openly trying to get a govern¬ 
ment to put a hit on Biden, his po¬ 
litical opponent, is just business as 
usual for Trump and the corrupt cir¬ 
cle around him. 

The Democratic Party leadership 
and Ukraine scandal 

The Democratic Party leadership 
has been given new life in the strug¬ 
gle against Trump by the Ukraine 
scandal. Trump tried to withhold 
$400 million in military aid to the 
reactionary regime in Kiev that is 
fighting the independence forces in 
the east of Ukraine until they came 
up with dirt on Joe Biden, Trump’s 
electoral opponent. 

Trump did so openly in a telephone 
call that was partially recorded in 
notes taken by Trump officials. Some 
versions of those notes were made 
public, and in them Trump tells the 
Ukrainian prime minister, Volody- 
myr Zelensky, to “do me a favor” 
and “look into corruption” by Biden 
and his son Hunter. Trump had held 
up the military aid that Congress 
allocated to Ukraine well before the 
phone call, to be used as leverage. 

The Ukraine question is like Rus- 
siagate on a smaller scale. But po¬ 
litically, it is, in essence, the same 
thing. The Democrats first opposed 
Trump by playing the Russia card 
over and over. Instead of pointing 
out the outrageous disenfranchise¬ 
ment of masses of voters, particu¬ 
larly people of color, and instead of 
attacking Trump’s racism, misog¬ 
yny, and anti-worker and anti-en- 
vironmental policies, they focused 
endlessly on the cry of collusion with 
Russia. First of all, these Democrats 
are allied with the military-indus¬ 
trial complex. But second of all, they 
assumed that this would be the eas¬ 
iest way to go about fighting Trump. 
If there is anything about the ruling 
class that is generally recognized, it 
is their hostility to Russia (and Chi¬ 
na). So the quickest and easiest way 
to attack Trump is to call him soft on 
Russia and a friend of Putin. 

This put them squarely in the 
camp of the militarists. What they 
did not reckon on was the complete 
domination of the Republican Par¬ 
ty by Trump and his intimidation of 
both the House and Senate Republi¬ 
cans. So until they won the majority 
in the House, they were stymied. 

Nancy Pelosi was stalling on 
opening up an impeachment strug¬ 
gle despite the numerous crimes 
of Trump — against immigrants, 
women, his open profiteering from 
the presidency, etc. Then, the rev¬ 
elation about the Ukraine issue fell 
into their lap. Trump bumbled into 
it. It came to the surface and they 
have seized upon it. 

The background to the Ukraine crisis 

It is no accident that the Ukraine 
issue has become the focus of the 
impeachment struggle. It was the 
Obama administration, with Joe 
Biden as vice president and John Ker¬ 
ry as secretary of state, that over¬ 
threw the elected government of 
Ukraine under Viktor Yanukovych in 
February of 2014. 

The Obama/Biden/Clinton admin¬ 


istration collaborated with fascist 
elements to put a right-wing govern¬ 
ment in power in Kiev. It is important 
to go backto the tape-recorded phone 
conversation between Assistant Sec¬ 
retary of State Victoria Nuland and 
Geoffrey Pyatt, the U.S. ambassador 
to Ukraine, in February 2014. 

The European Union was planning 
a soft takeover of Ukraine, trying to 
undermine its economic ties with 
Russia. The U.S. intervened in its 
own interests by encouraging fascist 
mobs to call for the overthrow of the 
elected government. The Ukraine 
Parliament pulled the police off the 
streets, allowing the mobs to break 
up the parliament. That is when Nu¬ 
land made the infamous “Fuck the 
EU” comment in which she openly 
expressed Washington’s preference 
for the ultra right-wing Father- 
land Party, rife with fascists, to take 
over the government. (Washington 
Post, Feb. 6, 2014). When the smoke 
cleared, the Fatherland Party was 
in office and President Yanukovych 
was forced to flee. 

On Biden the "victim" 

Biden, who has been made the 
victim of Trump’s maneuvers, is a 
thoroughly reactionary racist, sexist 
politician, in addition to being a for¬ 
eign policy reactionary. 

In 1991, Biden was head of the Sen¬ 
ate panel that oversaw the persecu¬ 
tion of Anita Hill by ten white male 
senators who allowed her to be vil¬ 
ified by Clarence Thomas, who had 
been nominated for the Supreme 
Court. Thomas went on to be one of 
the most reactionary members of 
the court. Biden presided over the 
hearings and participated in her vil¬ 
ification. Among other things, as the 
head of the panel, he failed to inves¬ 
tigate her allegations against Thom¬ 
as, failed to bring her witnesses be¬ 
fore the committee and acted as if 
he did not believe her. (Washington 
Post, April 26, 2019) 

In 1994, Biden was a Senate leader. 
He wrote and had passed the larg¬ 
est crime bill in U.S. history. The 
bill added 60 new death penalty of¬ 
fenses; it eliminated Pell grants that 


allowed prisoners to get an educa¬ 
tion; it made it extremely difficult 
for death row inmates to appeal; it 
provided for funding for 100,000 
more cops on the streets; it appro¬ 
priated $9.7 billion for more prisons; 
and it included the notorious “three 
strikes” provision which mandated 
life sentences for anyone convicted 
of three crimes. 

Under Biden’s and Bill Clinton’s 
leadership, mass incarceration soon 
followed. 

Impeachment leaves the masses 
out of the struggle 

The impeachment process is 
strictly for ruling-class politicians 
and lawyers. They shape the charges 
and the arguments. They call and 
question the witnesses. The mass¬ 
es are totally shut out of the process 
and their grass roots interests do not 
see the light of day. 

Trump should be tried for a whole 
host of crimes against the people. 
Witnesses should be called, like im¬ 
migrant mothers who have been 
separated from their children. Black, 
Latinx, Native and Asian people who 
have been victims of racism should 
testify against Trump’s casual re¬ 
marks equating Nazis to those op¬ 
posing Nazis and white supremacy. 

LGBTQ2S people who have had 
friends murdered or beaten by bigots 
should testify. Black people whose 
relatives have been killed or beaten 
by the racist cops should be allowed 
to tell their stories indicting Trump. 
The same should apply to people 
who have lost their health care, their 
pensions, their jobs, etc. 

Furthermore, it would be one thing 
if Trump were impeached under 
pressure from the enraged masses 
in the streets, on the campuses and 
in the workplaces. But at present, 
the masses are relying on the rul¬ 
ing class to fight their battle against 
Trump. He and his whole adminis¬ 
tration and their enablers should be 
swept into jail for their crimes. That 
might bring some genuine relief to 
the working class and oppressed. 

Posted to lowwagecapitslism.com 
Sept . 29 ,2019 


EVERYDAY YOU 
HAVE TO FIGHT SO 
THAT LOVE FOR 
HUMANITY CAN BE 
TRANSFORMED 
INTO CONCRETE 
DEEDS, INTO 
ACTS THAT SET 
AN EXAMPLE, 

THAT MOBILIZE. 

CHE GUEVARA 

JUNE 14.1928-OCTOBER 9,1967 
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The coming economic crisis 


Dear friends, 

You don’t need me to tell you that 
times are tough. Not only is the 
cliche about living one paycheck 
away from disaster absolutely true; 
for many who have jobs, the crisis is 
already here, and it never ends. 

You’ve probably heard about at 
least one of the many studies in the 
last few years showing how precar¬ 
iously workers are living. A recent 
example says that almost half of U.S. 
residents can’t afford even a $400 
emergency, such as an unexpected 
medical bill or car repair. 

Millions are working more hours 
for fewer wages than before the 
Great Recession a decade ago. Others 
are desperate for more work. Many 
of us are supplementing low-wage, 
no-benefit jobs with gig work (Uber, 
Lyft, etc.). Others are working in 
inhuman conditions at Amazon.com 
fulfillment centers, where every 
step and bathroom break is timed to 
the second. 

Families are doubling up, tripling 
up, living in garages and cars as 
rents climb through the roof. No¬ 
where in the U.S. can a person earn¬ 
ing the minimum wage afford to 
rent a two-bedroom apartment. In 
May, the median cost for a month’s 
rent on a one-bedroom apartment 
in New York City was $2,980. 

Profits have soared since the 
government bailed out big banks 
and companies with workers’ tax 


dollars during the Great Recession. 
But wages have not. Even as the 
official unemployment rate fell in 
September—while leaving millions 
of underemployed and permanently 
unemployed workers uncounted- 
average wages actually fell. 

The gap between the rich and the 
rest of us continues to grow, aggra¬ 
vated by President Donald Trump’s 
tax cuts for the wealthy (who barely 
paid taxes to begin with). A Federal 
Reserve report showed that the top 1 
percent gained $21 trillion in wealth 
since 1989, while the bottom 50 
percent lost $900 billion. New data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau show 
income inequality is at the highest 
level in more than 50 years. 

But these general trends, stark as 
they are, don’t tell the whole story. 
For Black, Latinx, Indigenous, Arab 
and Asian workers, for women and 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer and two-spirit workers, for 
migrants and refugees, young and 
disabled workers, there is discrim¬ 
ination in hiring, wages are lower, 
jobs more precarious, and there is 
the constant danger of repression, 
sexual assault or deportation. 

As if all this wasn’t bad enough, 
now we’re bombarded with warn¬ 
ings that a new recession is starting. 

Signs of crisis 

The evidence of a downturn has 
been building all year, but it really 
hit at the beginning of October. The 


manufacturing sector of the econ¬ 
omy is now officially in a reces¬ 
sion, not only here but globally. In 
September, the U.S. manufacturing 
index declined to its lowest level 
since the 2009 recession. 

While some defenders of the 
status quo hold out hope that the 
recession won’t affect other sectors 
of the U.S. economy, it’s just wish¬ 
ful thinking. “That argument does 
not recognize that many service 
sectors depend on manufacturing 
for their own expansion,” explains 
economist Michael Roberts. “The 
spillover from a manufacturing 
slump has usually been significant 
in previous recessions. If global 
employment growth should weaken 
or stop, workers’ purchasing power 
will wane and the services sector 
will start to suffer as well.” 

Roberts cites a new JPMorgan 
analysis which shows that “global 
profits in [the second quarter of] 
2019 have stalled. Each of the 10 
sectors comprising the total mar¬ 
ket shows a sharp slowing in profit 
growth, with half experiencing 
outright contractions in profits over 
the past year.... As Marxist theory 
would predict, slowing or falling 
profits will eventually mean slow¬ 
ing or falling business investment, 
and JPMorgan agrees.” 

Already, industries related to 
manufacturing are showing signs 
of crisis. Some 4,200 truck drivers 
lost their jobs in September - on 


By Greg Butterfield 


top of 5,100 in August. And 640 
trucking companies went bankrupt 
in the first half of 2019. 

Many workers rely on low-wage 
retail jobs to survive. Retail stores 
sell the finished products created 
by workers in factories here and 
worldwide. 

Everyone knows the toll on¬ 
line sellers like Amazon.com have 
taken on retail stores. But this year 
the collapse has spread beyond 
those bounds and is getting worse 
- threatening what CNN called a 
“retail apocalypse” and massive 
layoffs in the coming year. 

Forever 21 and Bed Bath & Beyond 
are two retail chains that recently 
announced big store closings and 
layoffs. In September, the Wall 
Street Journal reported that the 
number of store closings and bank¬ 
ruptcies in the first half of 2019 had 
already exceeded the total for 2018. 
An in-depth report by industry 
website Retail Dive lists 28 major 
chains in danger of going bankrupt 
next year, including JCPenney, Rite 
Aid, Pier 1 and J. Crew. 

This may all seem overwhelming. 
But the truth is, we can fight back. 

Next: Together we can build 
enough strength to challenge the 
capitalist system itself and replace 
it with one organized on the basis 
of planning for people’s needs and 
protecting the planet, instead of 
profits. We call that socialism. IQI 


Resisting police 

abuse Los Angeles Forum 

Byjefferson Azevedo 

On Sept. 20, the British documentary titled “The Hard 
Stop” was presented at the Harriet Tubman Center for 
Social Justice in Los Angeles, as part of a series of screen¬ 
ings through different cities in the United States. 

The event, chaired by Dr. Mychal Odom, included Marcus 
Knox-Hooke and Kurtis Henville, longtime friends of Mark 
Duggan, who was slain by London police in 2011. 

“The Hard Stop,” directed by George Amposah and pro¬ 
duced by Dianne Walker, tells the story of Mark Duggan s 
assassination by a police officer—whose name is still un¬ 
disclosed—during a “hard stop” in Tottenham, England, 
in 2011. This shooting was reminiscent of the 1985 police 
invasion of Cynthia Jarrett’s home, also in Tottenham, 
causing her heart-attack death. Both deaths led to upris¬ 
ings that spread out of Tottenham and, as the film shows, 
brought members of all ethnic groups of the community 
together demanding justice. 

Henville and Knox-Hooke dispelled the myth that Brit¬ 
ish police do not carry guns, stating that, at least in the 
Black neighborhoods, they do carry guns. Furthermore, 
they explained that a “hard stop” is a tactic used by police 
that involves using three vehicles to block a suspect's 
vehicle on the back, front and road side, forcing a stop. In 
the case of Mark Duggan, it was a hard stop not only to 
his car, but also to his life and any dreams he had. It was 
also the start of a long period of suffering and hardships 
for his family and friends and a quest for justice that, after 
eight years, is still going on. Change the places, change 
the names, and we see that police treatment of dark skin 
people is the same. 

Dr. Odom pointed out the similarities between Britain 
and the U.S. police state, its targeting of poor and dark- 
skinned people, and the lack of justice for the victims of 
police crimes. At the end of the documentary, comments 
were made and questions were directed to Henville and 
Knox-Hooke. IQI 



SAT SEPT 21 


6 PM DINNER 
7 PM FILM SCREENING 
AND DISCUSSION 




Documentary Film about the 2011 police murder of MARK DUGGAN 
in U.K. and the Community Response. Directed by GEORGE AMPONSAH. 

■ MARCUS KNOX and KURTIS HENVILLE, featured in Hard Stop, will be present at this screening 
| to answer questions and continue the discussion of racism and police murder in UK. 


■ MATSEMELA ODOM, from San Diego will join with LA activists including 

■ REBECKA JACKSON to lead the discussion on the epidemic of police murders in the U.S. 

THE HARD STOP is an intimate documentary revealing the story, away from all press coverage, 

of Mark Duggan's friends and family following his death. He was shot and killed in a 'HARD STOP' 
police procedure in 2011, sparking a massive rebellion, that spread to cities across the UK. 


Donation: $5 -$10, 

no one turned away for lack of funds 

HARRIET TUBMAN CENTER 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

5278 W Pico Blvd, 

7 blocks Wes! of La Brea, Los Angeles 

323 . 899.2003 


PARTIOO ^SOCIALIST 
SOCIAUSTAMm UNITY 
PORLA UNIDAO^f PARTY 

ELES PREMIERE 
FILM SCREENING 


The Hard Stop shows us the human beings behind the headlines’ 

TMCOUAROMM 

‘Unflinching... a unique perspective on a notorious case’ ★★★★ 
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U.S. denies visa to Cuban Health Minister 



Dr Margaret Chan, WHO Director-General; H.E. Dr. Roberto Morales Ojeda, Minis¬ 
ter of Health of Cuba; Dr Felix Baez, Henry Reeve International Medical Brigade, 
winner of the Dr LEE Jong-wook Memorial Prize for Public Health; and Dr. Veronika 
Skvortsova, Minister of Healthcare of the Russian Federation, May 2017. 


By Cheryl LaBash 

Health ministers from throughout 
the Americas gathered in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., on Sept. 30, for a week of 
meetings to set regional health goals 
and priorities at the 57th Directing 
Council of the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO). 

The meeting opened, however, 
without Cuba’s Minister of Public 
Health Dr. Jose Angel Portal Miran¬ 
da. According to Reuters, the United 
States denied his visa, intentionally 
preventing a leading public health 
official from participating in an in¬ 
ternational meeting. 

“There can be no doubt that we, 
as a region, are making significant 
and tangible progress on the road 
towards achieving universal health 
coverage and universal access to 
health,” stated PAHO Director Ca- 
rissa F. Etienne, in her opening re¬ 
marks. These include the highest 
rating of any region on a global mea¬ 
sure of health services coverage (79 
out of 100 on the UHC Service Cover¬ 
age Index). 

Certainly, Cuba’s white-coated 
army of doctors and generations of 
local doctors trained in Cuba’s med¬ 
ical schools and deployed from Haiti 
to Venezuela contributed to the out¬ 
standing statistics included in PA- 
HO’s opening report. 

The visa denial is part of the U.S. 
government’s genocidal economic, 
financial and commercial blockade 


that has cost Cuba’s universal health 
care system millions of dollars. Ac¬ 
cording to a news release from the 
Republic of Cuba’s Permanent Mis¬ 
sion to the United Nations, “Be¬ 
tween April of 2018 and March of 
2019, losses to the Cuban healthcare 
sector amounted to $104,148,178, a 
figure exceeding that of the previous 
year by $6,123,498.” 

“This hostile policy hinders the 
acquisition of technologies, raw 
materials, reagents, diagnostic 
aids, equipment and spare parts, as 
well as medicines for the treatment 
of serious diseases such as cancer. 
These consumables must be bought 
in faraway markets, often through 
intermediaries, and this necessari¬ 
ly increases their prices,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

The U.S. slander campaign against 
Cuba’s renowned medical interna¬ 
tionalism and well organized pub¬ 
lic health system cannot erase the 
experiences of human beings in 
underserved rural and urban ar¬ 
eas around the globe who received 
culturally competent medical care 
from Cuban doctors when no one 
else would help them. 

In 2017, Cuba’s Henry Reeve Inter¬ 
national Medical Brigade (HRIMB) 
received international recognition 
at the 70th World Health Assembly, 
the global equivalent of the region¬ 
al PAHO gathering this week, for 
“its emergency medical assistance 
to more than 3.5 million people in 21 


countries affected by disasters and 
epidemics since the founding of the 
Brigade in September 2005.” 

The PAHO article continued, “A 
country of just 11.5 million people, 
Cuba has more than 50,000 of its 
health professionals serving in 66 
countries. Cuba is also globally rec¬ 
ognized for its preventive, commu¬ 
nity-based approaches to primary 
health care, disease prevention and 
medical education.” 

In 1999, Cuba founded the Latin 
American School of Medicine at the 
request of the historic Cuban lead¬ 
er Fidel Castro. Tens of thousands 
of young doctors have graduat¬ 
ed since then and returned to their 
home countries in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean—nearly 


200 of them to the U.S.—debt-free 
thanks to the generous Cuban schol¬ 
arship awarded to them. 

“Dr. Felix Baez, who survived Ebo¬ 
la infection while serving during the 
crisis in Sierra Leone and accept¬ 
ed the award along with the Public 
Health Minister, said that the award 
to the HRIMB ‘confirms our com¬ 
mitment to continue our work, to go 
to the world’s most difficult places 
and to serve people who are in great¬ 
est need. We want to keep doing this, 
and to save many more lives — no 
matter how difficult it gets.’” 

LaBash has helped Doctors^Detroit 
in its efforts to recruit and support 
Detroit area students studying 
medicine at the Latin American 
School of Medicine. 


Why do progressive Democrats slander Venezuela? 


By Leon Koufax 

On Sept. 12, ABC TV broadcast the 
third Democratic Party presiden¬ 
tial primary debate. It showcased 10 
candidates who answered questions 
on a variety of policy issues, includ¬ 
ing health care, immigration, gun 
violence and foreign policy. 

As the primary season ahead of 
the 2020 election cycle has heated 
up, two camps have developed in the 
Democratic field. 

One camp includes the candidates 
who are more aligned with tradi¬ 
tional centrist Democratic Party 
politics. These include Joe Biden, 
Pete Buttigieg and Amy Klobuchar. 
The other camp consists of more 
progressive elements — or those 
trying to capitalize on the surge in 
popularity of progressive demands. 
They tend to support policies like 
Medicare for All, free public college 
tuition and increased taxes on the 
wealthy. These candidates include 
Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, 
Kamala Harris and Andrew Yang. 

Since the rise of a more progres¬ 
sive wing in the Democratic Party in 
2016, so has risen the use of the term 
“democratic socialist” to refer to 
their program and policies. In par¬ 
ticular, Sen. Bernie Sanders has car¬ 
ried the democratic socialist mantle 
most openly. He has railed against 
the “millionaire and billionaire 
class” and demanded that all indi¬ 
viduals have access to health care. 

This history is likely the reason 
why the Vermont senator found 
himself faced with a difficult ques¬ 
tion from debate moderator Jorge 
Ramos. Ramos is a prominent Mex¬ 


ican-born journalist based in Flori¬ 
da. He works for Univision, a Span- 
ish-language network that is part of 
the ABC-Disney media monopoly. 

Ramos asked: “You refuse to call 
Nicolas Maduro a dictator — a dicta¬ 
tor. Can you explain why? And what 
are the main differences between 
your kind of socialism and the one 
being imposed in Venezuela, Cuba 
and Nicaragua?” 

Sanders answered quickly and 
bluntly. He declared that anyone 
who “does what Maduro does” is a 
“vicious tyrant.” Further, Sanders 
asserted that “free elections” were 
needed in Venezuela. 

He continued: “In terms of demo¬ 
cratic socialism, to equate what goes 
on in Venezuela with what I believe, 
is extremely unfair. I’ll tell you what 
I believe in terms of democratic so¬ 
cialism. I agree with what goes on in 
Canada and Scandinavia, guaran¬ 
teeing health care to all people as a 
human right.” 

Why attack Venezuela? 

Sen. Sanders’ response raises sev¬ 
eral important political questions 
regarding the progressive wing 
within the Democratic Party and its 
relationship to U.S. imperialism. 

They have certainly raised pro¬ 
gressive discourse to the forefront to 
some extent, particularly in regards 
to universal health care, student debt 
forgiveness and the fight against 
white supremacy. All of these issues 
have come up in this year’s debates. 

Sanders’ response to questions 
about socialism and pro-social¬ 
ist governments in Latin America, 
however, raises the question: is the 


left-leaning faction of the Dem¬ 
ocratic Party willing to take pro¬ 
gressive stances on issues of foreign 
policy? 

The attempt to pass off Cana¬ 
da, Washington’s imperialist junior 
partner and part of the anti-Vene¬ 
zuela bloc, and the capitalist coun¬ 
tries of Scandinavia, as examples of 
“socialism” is disingenuous to say 
the least. 

The effort by corporate media to 
frame the governments of Venezue¬ 
la, Nicaragua and Cuba as brutal and 
violent dictatorships is motivated by 
the same goals as the smearing of 
Black and Brown communities in the 
U.S., which leads to xenophobic im¬ 
migration laws, mass incarceration 
and the continued existence of pri¬ 
vate health care insurance industry. 

What are these goals? Those of the 
U.S. ruling class: to exploit workers 
here and abroad to increase profit 
margins, promote divide and con¬ 
quer politics, and destroy anyone 
who would get in their way. 

Venezuela, Nicaragua and Cuba 
have taken valiant stands against 
U.S. imperialism for decades. Any 
government that embarks upon 
making health care, education and 
employment human rights for all of 
its people is a threat to U.S. big busi¬ 
ness. Genuinely democratic govern¬ 
ments in Latin America, supported 
by the working class, are more likely 
to stand up to U.S. corporations. 

Venezuela’s oil industry is one ex¬ 
ample. While Venezuela’s oil was na¬ 
tionalized in 1976, its profits became 
less accessible to the imperialist 
countries only in the late 1990s, when 
socialist President Hugo Chavez took 


office. The new Chavista government 
soon mandated that 10 percent of 
profits from the oil industry be used 
for social programs. 

The bosses in the U.S. would prefer 
to be able to exploit Venezuela’s oil 
industry for their own profit rath¬ 
er than have that money be used for 
education, health care and housing 
to benefit the Venezuelan people. 

These politicians understand a 
simple reality: a candidate for the 
Democratic Party’s presidential 
nomination cannot win without ad¬ 
hering to the imperialist political 
line. While the Democratic Party has 
swung left on some issues, the is¬ 
sue of imperialist war seems to be a 
“line in the sand.” 

For the past several decades, the 
Democratic Party has been solid¬ 
ly pro-war. This is demonstrated 
by the Bill Clinton administration’s 
invasion of Somalia, Democratic 
congressional support for the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the 
Obama administration’s bombing 
campaign in Libya and drone war in 
Africa and West Asia. 

While the Democrats’ recent left¬ 
ward movement on issues of do¬ 
mestic policy has many positive 
aspects, it feels hollow if the same 
leaders making calls for progres¬ 
sive policies in the U.S. continue to 
support the war machine abroad. 
The forces behind the lack of health 
care, education and job opportuni¬ 
ties for working people at home are 
the same forces behind the war and 
sanctions aimed at progressive gov¬ 
ernments abroad: capitalism and the 
ruling class. 

Full report at tinyurl.com/y3vtsefd 




Los crimenes de Biden - y de Trump - 


en Ucrania 


Por Greg Butterfield 

Mientras el presidente de Estados 
Unidos Donald Trump pronunciaba 
un belicoso discurso ante la Asam- 
blea General de las Naciones Unidas 
el 24 de septiembre atacando a Iran, 
Venezuela, China y a los trabajadores 
y oprimidos de todo el mundo, la 
presidenta de la Camara de Repre- 
sentantes del Partido Democrata 
Nancy Pelosi anuncio el comienzo de 
una investigation para la destitucion 
de Trump. 

Sin embargo, el proceso de desti¬ 
tucion no tiene que ver con las nu- 
merosas violaciones de Trump a la 
ley internacional, tales como des- 
cartar el acuerdo nuclear con Iran, 
ser complice de la confiscation de los 
bienes de Venezuela en el extranje- 
ro y de su Embajada en Washington, 
0 reforzar el bloqueo ilegal contra 
Cuba. 

Tampoco tiene que ver con la vi¬ 
olation masiva de los derechos hu- 
manos en la frontera entre Mexico y 
Estados Unidos o el encarcelamiento 
de refugiados en campos de concen¬ 
tration. Tampoco se trata de que sus 
politicas fomenten la destruction del 
medioambiente. 

No, el proceso de destitucion se 
centra en una llamada telefonica 
hecha el 25 de julio entre Trump y el 
presidente ucraniano Vladimir Zel¬ 
ensky, en la que Trump presunta- 
mente presiono a Zelensky para que 
investigara los cargos de corruption 
contra el ex vicepresidente y actual 
candidato presidencial democrata, 
Joe Biden. 

Este cargo “explosivo” fue hecho 
por un agente de inteligencia que 
presento una denuncia incrimina- 
toria. El agente insinuo que Trump 
habia exigido un ‘quid pro quo’ a 
Zelensky a cambio de seguir recibi- 
endo ayuda de Estados Unidos. 

Mas tarde se informo que la ad¬ 
ministration Trump habia retenido 
temporalmente casi 400 millones de 
dolares en ayuda militar a Kiev antes 
de la llamada. La ayuda militar fue 
liberada despues. Trump dice que no 
habia conexion entre la llamada y su 
“revision” de la ayuda. 

Es razonable preguntarse por que 
la direction del Partido Democrata 
considera que este juicio politico es 
digno, cuando los asuntos de vida 
0 muerte que afectan a millones de 
trabajadores no lo son. 

La explication oficial, segun The 
Guardian, es que “es ilegal que una 
campana politica acepte ‘una cosa de 
valor’ de un gobierno extranjero. Los 
democratas dicen que una investi¬ 
gation de un oponente politico, para 
lo cual Trump parece haber esta- 
do presionando, equivaldria a “una 
cosa de valor”. 

Lo que nadie en Washington ni en 
los medios corporativos se preocu- 
pa por mencionar son los crimenes 
reales y mortales del gobierno de 
Estados Unidos y de las grandes em- 
presas en Ucrania, tanto bajo la ad¬ 
ministration democrata de Obama, 
en la que Biden trabajo, como ahora 
bajo la administration de Trump. 

Soldado de EE.UU. ayuda a neonazis 

El 23 de septiembre, el periodis- 
ta investigativo de Grayzone Ben 
Norton informo sobre el arresto 
por parte del FBI, de Jarrett William 


Smith, un soldado es- 
tadounidense que queria 
unirse al Batallon Azov, 
un grupo militar neonazi 
en Ucrania. 

“Mientras servia en el 
ejercito de Estados Uni¬ 
dos,” escribio Norton, 

“este extremista de derecha dio a 
los militantes fascistas de Ucrania y 
otros paises information sobre como 
construir bombas.... 

“El FBI dijo que tambien habia pla- 
neado viajar a Ucrania para unirse al 
Batallon Azov, una militia neonazi 
que durante afios ha sido apoyada 
directamente por el gobierno de Es¬ 
tados Unidos”. 

Esta es la verdadera historia so¬ 
bre Ucrania que debe ser traida a la 
atencion de los trabajadores y los 
oprimidos, porque informa sobre los 
crimenes mucho mas significativos 
de Biden, Trump y la clase patronal 
acaudalada a la que ambos sirven: 
como Estados Unidos initio un reg¬ 
imen golpista de derecha en Ucra¬ 
nia en 2014 con la ayuda de fascistas 
declarados; 

• como el nuevo gobierno apoyado 
por Washington lanzo una san- 
grienta guerra contra el pueblo 
de la region minera de Donbass, 
al tiempo que aumentaba las 
amenazas militares contra la 
vecina Rusia; 

• La represion continua contra los 
opositores al regimen, incluyen- 
do el encarcelamiento de cientos 
de prisioneros politicos, palizas 
y asesinatos por parte de grupos 
neonazis, y la masacre de 48 per¬ 
sonas en la Casa de los Sindicatos 
en Odessa el 2 de mayo de 2014; 

• como la austeridad y la privat¬ 
ization han beneficiado a los 
grandes capitalistas y bancos 
occidentales, perjudicando sin 
embargo al pueblo de Ucrania; 

• y el hecho de que este proceso, que 
comenzo bajo la administration 
democrata de Obama, continua 
hoy bajo el Trump republicano. 

Norton cita varios ejemplos an- 
teriores de elaboration entre los 
supremacistas blancos estadoun- 
idenses y los fascistas ucranianos. 
El ano pasado por ejemplo, se des- 
cubrio que miembros de un grupo 
de California que participaron en los 
violentos ataques racistas de Char¬ 
lottesville en 2017, habian asistido a 
un campo de entrenamiento de Azov. 

Azov se formo en 2014 como una 
de las varias “militias de volun¬ 
taries” neonazis que, junto con las 
Fuerzas Armadas ucranianas, han 
librado la guerra contra los resi- 
dentes, en su mayoria ruso parlan- 
tes, de la region minera de Donbass 
al este de Ucrania. En un referendum 
popular, los residentes de Donbass 
votaron abrumadoramente a favor 
de la independence y formaron las 
Republicas Populares de Donetsk y 
Lugansk. 

En 2015, cuando algunos congre- 
sistas estadounidenses expresaron 
su malestar por apoyar a un grupo 
que utiliza firmas signos fascistas, 
Azov fue rapidamente incorpora- 
do a la Guardia Nacional ucraniana 
para ofrecer una cobertura al entre¬ 
namiento y el equipo militar de Es¬ 
tados Unidos y la OTAN. 



Joe Biden predica la austeridad al ucraniano 
parlamento, diciembre de 2015. 


El 25 de febrero, 
la Oficina del Alto 
Comisionado de las 
Naciones Unidas 
para los Derechos 
Humanos informo 
que el numero de 
muertes habia lle- 
gado a 13.000 desde que comenzo la 
guerra en Donbass en 2014, con mas 
de 30.000 heridos. Millones de per¬ 
sonas fueron desplazadas y se con- 
virtieron en refugiados como resul- 
tado de la guerra. 

Para mantener un velo de “neg¬ 
ation creible”, la administration 
Obama habia prohibido la venta di¬ 
recta de “armas letales” a Ucrania, 
facilitando esas ventas sin embargo, 
a traves de terceros paises como las 
monarquias del Golfo. Trump elim- 
ino esa restriction. 

Aunque Zelensky fue elegido por 
los ucranianos con la esperanza de 
poner fin a la guerra, los ataques 
militares de Kiev han aumentado 
desde que asumio el cargo en mayo. 

El papel de Biden 

Desde el comienzo de la guerra en 
2014 hasta 2016, el vicepresidente Joe 
Biden sirvio como un virtual gober- 
nador colonial de Ucrania. Visitaba 
el pais con frecuencia, combinando 
recompensas y castigos para garan- 
tizar que el conjunto de oligarcas, 
politicos pro-occidentales y neona¬ 
zis que tomaron el poder hicieran lo 
que Washington queria. 

El 25 de abril de 2014, este autor 
escribio: “La llamada ‘campana an- 
titerrorista’ [ataque militar a Don¬ 
bass] fue lanzada tras una visita 
del director de la CIA John Brennan 
a Kiev los dias 12 y 13 de abril. Tras 
humillantes reveses, incluyendo la 
desertion de muchas tropas que el 
regimen creia leales, el ataque se 
reanudo inmediatamente despues 
de que el vicepresidente estadoun- 
idense Joe Biden, volara a Kiev el 22 
de abril para ejercer mas presion y 
prometer mas ayuda”. 

Fue Biden, mas que ninguna otra 
figura de la administration Obama, 
quien superviso las brutales “refor¬ 
mas” de austeridad y privatization 
exigidas por los grandes bancos y la 
guerra igualmente brutal de Donbass. 

Esto incluia la privatization de 
las ricas tierras agricolas de Ucra¬ 
nia y su adquisicion por Monsanto 
y otras corporaciones agroindustri- 
ales occidentales que empujan los 
transgenicos -una de las muchas 
disposiciones exigidas por el Fondo 
Monetario Internacional a cambio 
de un rescate de 17.500 millones de 
dolares-, asi como la introduction 
del ‘fracking’. El hijo de Biden, Hunt¬ 
er Biden, estaba directamente invo- 
lucrado en esto ultimo como ejecuti- 
vo de la compania productora de gas 
Burisma Holdings, junto con otros 
capitalistas con estrechos vinculos a 
la administration Obama. 

Los cargos de corruption que 


Trump supuestamente queria que 
Ucrania investigara tienen que ver 
con el papel de Joe Biden en el de- 
spido del Fiscal General ucraniano 
Viktor Shokin, quien supuestamente 
debia investigar corrupciones. Una 
de las entidades que Shokin estaba 
investigando era Bursima Holdings. 

En una reunion del Consejo de 
Asuntos Exteriores, Joe Biden se jacto 
mas tarde de como utilizo la amena- 
za de retirar una linea de credito de 
mil millones de dolares para que 
despidieran al fiscal. Todo perfecta- 
mente legal y normal, se asegura. 

Los principales medios de comu- 
nicacion, e incluso los medios al¬ 
ternatives como The Nation y The 
Intercept, se han esforzado mucho 
en justificar la conducta de Biden, 
tildandola como legal e inatacable, 
aunque admiten una apariencia de 
“improcedencia”. 

jDespues de todo, este tipo de con¬ 
ducta es costumbre normal para los 
politicos estadounidenses y la clase 
rica a la que sirven, sin importar a 
que partido capitalista pertenezean! 

El predicador de la austeridad 

En diciembre de 2015, Biden hablo 
en la Rada, el parlamento ucraniano, 
sobre la necesidad de “acabar con 
el amiguismo”. Elogio a los que lle- 
varon a cabo el golpe dos anos antes 
y a los que cometieron crimenes de 
guerra contra la poblacion civil de 
Donbass. 

Tambien advirtio a los politicos 
alii reunidos que no perdieran los 
nervios al aplicar medidas de aus¬ 
teridad contra los trabajadores si 
querian seguir recibiendo dinero de 
Estados Unidos y del Fondo Mone¬ 
tario Internacional. 

“La parte mas importante para 
seguir adelante con el programa 
del FMI requiere reformas dificiles. 
... votar para elevar la edad de jubi¬ 
lation es escribir su obituario politi¬ 
co en muchos lugares. ... Requiere 
sacrificios que pueden no ser politi- 
camente convenientes 0 populares. 
...les insto a que mantengan el curso 
a pesar de ser tan duro como es”. 

Cualquier trabajador, mirando 
estos hechos, podria preguntarse 
no solo sobre la evidente corrup¬ 
tion, sino sobre como es “normal” 
y “legal” que un politico estadoun- 
idense dicte la politica economica y 
la politica en general de otro pais, 
incluyendo la guerra y la paz, la po- 
breza y la austeridad. 

Tanto Biden como Trump, al ig- 
ual que congresistas democratas y 
republicanos estan llevando a cabo 
su lucha por el poder y los privile- 
gios sobre una montana de cuer- 
pos de ninos, civiles y antifascistas 
asesinados en Donbass, y sobre la 
represion continua de los opositores 
politicos, periodistas y trabajadores 
comunes en Ucrania. 

Ese es el verdadero escandalo y 
la verdadera historia que debe ser 
expuesta. [ill 


Smuem ★ La lucha 
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